practice of subletting. Such evidence reveals a sophisticated medieval understanding of the land market and pro ts to be gained through property ownership. 1 e high value placed on real estate is likewise re ected among London testators. Since late medieval Londoners outlined in detail in their wills the devolution of their real property, including land, houses, and rental properties, it is clear that such real estate was very signi cant in the consciousness of Londoners and had the potential to bene t women inheriting in late medieval London.
When one considers all types of property bequeathed in these 3,081 wills, it is perhaps unsurprising that between 1300 and 1500, more moveable property was bequeathed to daughters than to their brothers, while more real property was bequeathed to sons than to their sisters. It was common for daughters to receive movable property; for instance, Isabella Ti eld received a variety of household goods from her father in 1355, including cups with representations of Saints Katherine and Mary Magdalen, basins and ewers, her father's best blankets, and pewter platters.
2 It was also common for sons, like the three sons of Reginald Conduit in 1344, to receive landed property such as tenements. 3 Despite this general pattern, daughters did receive a remarkably high amount of real property during this period in London. Seventy-eight percent of all daughters represented in the wills received some amount of real property compared with eighty-six percent of all sons mentioned in the wills.
e Husting wills, like all medieval records, are not without their challenges. In most wills, testators did not list the individual pieces of property in their legacies, nor did they include the value of the property. Instead, they bequeathed types of property o en in groups. Rare was the will like that of Simon Frank's in 1332 in which he le
